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WELCOME TO DEMA 2020
Friends,
Since 1977, the dive industry has relied upon the DEMA Show to
symbolize the start of an exciting and prosperous new year for dive
professionals and businesses. Although this year’s virtual show has
a different format than years past, I am confident that we will achieve
the same collective success.
We will use this event to strengthen our businesses, rekindle our
spirits and sharpen our resolve to keep pushing forward for the
good of the industry. We must persevere and, through it all, DAN will
remain committed to you.
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Even though you may not be able to interact with us in person,
rest assured that our team has been working diligently to develop
new safety, training and educational content to keep you, your dive
business and your customers safe in and out of the water. Clearly,
the needs of the industry are changing, and DAN is keeping pace by
changing right along with it.
Staying connected with the global dive community is more important
than ever. We encourage you to participate in our virtual safety
seminars to prepare for the new challenges ahead of us. Please stay
safe and healthy — and enjoy these seminars by pros who know.
Have a great week,

Bill Ziefle
DAN President and CEO

SAFETY
SEMINARS
FROM THE PROS WHO KNOW

DEMA
2020

SEMINAR SCHEDULE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Note that each webinar has a unique
Zoom link. All times are Eastern
Standard Time.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19

SESSION TITLE

TIME (EST)

SESSION TITLE

TIME (EST)

Listen To Your Heart: Cardiac Health Research Update
Attend Frauke’s Webinar

1PM - 2PM

Snorkeling and Breath-Hold Diving Fatalities
Attend Petar’s Webinar

2PM - 3PM

Disinfection and Infection Control in the Dive Business
Attend Chloe’s Webinar

2PM - 3PM

Disinfection and Infection Control in the Dive Business
Attend Chloe’s Webinar

3PM - 4PM

Stacking the Deck in Your Favor
Attend Lana’s Webinar

3PM - 4PM

Stacking the Deck in Your Favor
Attend Lana’s Webinar

4PM - 5PM

DAN Instructor/Instructor Trainer 2020 Update
Attend Jim’s Webinar

4PM - 5PM

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

SESSION TITLE

TIME (EST)

SESSION TITLE

TIME (EST)

Accident Review: Did Your Equipment Fail You, or Did You Fail Your Equipment?
Attend Francois’ Webinar

1PM - 2PM

COVID-19 and Diving: November 2020 Update
Attend Matias, Jim and Camilo’s Webinar

1PM - 2PM

COVID-19 and Diving: November 2020 Update
Attend Matias, Jim and Camilo’s Webinar

2PM - 3PM

Accident Review: Did Your Equipment Fail You, or Did You Fail Your Equipment?
Attend Francois’ Webinar

2PM - 3PM

Snorkeling and Breath-Hold Diving Fatalities
Attend Petar’s Webinar

3PM - 4PM

Listen To Your Heart: Cardiac Health Research Update
Attend Frauke’s Webinar

3PM - 4PM

SEMINAR DESCRIPTIONS

LISTEN TO YOUR HEART: CARDIAC HEALTH RESEARCH UPDATE

STACKING THE DECK IN YOUR FAVOR

FRAUKE TILLMANS, PH.D.

LANA P. SORRELL, MBA, DMT

u

NOV 17, 1PM | NOV 20, 3PM

u

NOV 17, 3PM | NOV 19, 4PM

ACCIDENT REVIEW: DID YOUR EQUIPMENT FAIL YOU, OR DID
YOU FAIL YOUR EQUIPMENT?

SNORKELING AND BREATH-HOLD DIVING FATALITIES
More people participate in breath-hold diving and snorkeling than scuba
diving. And while scuba diving might appear to be riskier, breath-hold
diving and snorkeling are associated with more fatalities. However, many
of these fatalities can be prevented through simple measures and proper
training. In this presentation we’ll discuss the risks of snorkeling and
breath-hold diving, the characteristics of participants, and known and
suspected causes of deaths.

The average age of divers is steadily increasing, and so is the prevalence
of (often undetected) cardiovascular disease. Cardiac disease is associated
with 20 to 30 percent of recreational diver fatalities. Immersion alone
triggers various physiological responses, which might be compounded by
other factors such as cold, hyperoxia and hypercapnia. In this presentation we will break down the complex effects of diving on cardiovascular
function and look into some recent research on the subject, including an
ongoing DAN study.

Dive safety is of interest to all divers and dive pros, and it means many
different things: diving within the scope of your training, conducting
predive checks, adhering to your dive plan — and much more. In this
presentation we’ll review injury and fatality data from DAN’s most recent
annual diving report through the lens of safe diving practices, gleaning
tips on how to be a safer diver.

FRANCOIS BURMAN, PR. ENG., M.SC.

DISINFECTION AND INFECTION CONTROL IN THE DIVE BUSINESS

DAN INSTRUCTOR/INSTRUCTOR TRAINER 2020 UPDATE

COVID-19 AND DIVING: NOVEMBER 2020 UPDATE

CHLOE STRAUSS

JIM GUNDERSON

MATIAS NOCHETTO, M.D. / JIM CHIMIAK, M.D. / CAMILO SARAIVA, M.D., MBA
u NOV 18, 2PM | NOV 20, 1PM

u

NOV 17, 2PM | NOV 19, 3PM

The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted dive operators worldwide to
improve their gear and facility disinfection practices. It has highlighted
important considerations that will continue to be relevant to dive
operations even after it is over. This presentation will cover proper daily
disinfection procedures (both general and specific to COVID-19), infection
control measures, information that should be provided to clients and more.

u

NOV 17, 4PM

This is the annual update for instructors and instructor trainers who teach
DAN first aid courses. This session will recap 2020, cover teaching in
the era of COVID-19, discuss course revisions and provide answers to
frequently asked questions. If you have not taught in the last 24 months,
attendance may count toward maintaining active teaching status.

u

NOV 18, 1PM | NOV 20, 2PM

A review of recent equipment failures has provided some answers about
what — or who — was primarily responsible. While accidents are generally
unpredictable, most failures are associated with human behavior. This can
be addressed through heightened awareness, consistency in following
training, refreshing skills and ensuring that equipment is inspected and
maintained appropriately. Learn how and why equipment failures occur
through an analysis of recent events.

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the novel
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, a pandemic. It has had a profound impact
on the global economy, and nonessential leisure activities, including
tourism, have suffered devastating effects. Divers worldwide have
expressed significant concerns about the disease’s implications for fitness
to dive. Here is what we know eight months into the COVID-19 pandemic.

PETAR DENOBLE, M.D., D.SC.

u

NOV 18, 3PM | NOV 19, 2PM

SPEAKER BIOS
Francois Burman, Pr. Eng., M.Sc., is the Director of Risk Mitigation at DAN. He is
responsible for all DAN’s safety and accident-prevention initiatives as well as the
recompression chamber network. He has traveled around the world to conduct safety
assessments at facilities used to treat injured divers and has written two books: The
Risk Assessment Guide for Dive Operators and Professionals, and The Risk Assessment
Guide for Recompression Facilities.

Camilo Saraiva, M.D., MBA, is the Assistant Director of Medical Services at DAN. He is
board certified in radiation oncology and hyperbaric medicine and is the former director
of the Brazilian Hyperbaric Medical Society. Dr. Saraiva is a member of the Undersea
and Hyperbaric Medical Society and the American College of Healthcare Executives. A
former cave diver, he has been a PADI divemaster since 2000.

James Chimiak, M.D., is the Chief Medical Officer at DAN and has been working with
the organization since 1983. He is board certified in anesthesiology, pain management
and hyperbaric medicine. Dr. Chimiak holds U.S. Navy qualifications in surface warfare,
special operations, mixed-gas salvage, undersea medicine, flight surgery and saturation
diving. He has been a NASA physician and gas-free engineer and has led a U.S. Marine
Corps combat surgical platoon.

Lana P. Sorrell, MBA, DMT, has been a diver since 1994 and a DAN Medic since 2012.
She is a PADI Rescue Diver, CPR instructor, DAN instructor and a Level I EMS
instructor with more than 35 years of experience in prehospital emergency medical
services. She has a B.S. in international business from Meredith College and an MBA
from East Carolina University. Her favorite dive destinations include Bonaire, the
Cayman Islands and Australia.

Petar Denoble, M.D., D.Sc., is the Vice President of Research at DAN. He has worked
at DAN for 28 years, where he has led the organization’s diving injury and fatality
monitoring program and conducted Project Dive Exploration, the world’s largest study
of dive exposures and outcomes using personal dive computers. Dr. Denoble has
directed research efforts to further study cardiac health as a cause of divers’ deaths
and identify interventions to reduce accidents.

Chloe Strauss is the Risk Mitigation Coordinator at DAN. She is a PADI instructor and
has taught recreational and scientific diving classes at Indiana University, including the
university’s underwater archaeological field schools. Before coming to DAN she also
worked as a molecular biology researcher studying bacterial genetics. She is currently
working to complete her Master of Public Health and is expected to graduate in the
spring of 2021.

Jim Gunderson is a member of DAN’s risk mitigation team and oversees DAN Training. Jim’s diving career began in 1986 in his hometown of Casper, Wyoming. He holds
degrees in marine science from the University of Hawaii at Hilo and in psychology from
the University of Wyoming. He holds scuba certifications from PADI and NAUI and has
an inactive AAUS rating. Jim is a NAUI Course Director Trainer and a DAN Examiner.

Frauke Tillmans, Ph.D., is the Research Director at DAN. She has a degree in human
biology and a Ph.D. in oxidative stress, a condition associated with acute diving injuries.
Dr. Tillmans is an experienced public safety diver, scientific diver and dive safety officer.
She has worked as a researcher in global collaborative projects focused on decompression stress, inert gas narcosis and oxygen toxicity and was employed by the German
Navy before she began working at DAN in 2019.

Matias Nochetto, M.D., is the Director of Medical Services at DAN, where he has
worked since 2006. He is co-director of the DAN-UHMS continuing medical education
program and a faculty member of several national and international diving medicine
courses and programs. He became a dive instructor (1999) during medical school,
which led him to complete a three-year clinical and research fellowship in hyperbaric
and diving medicine to combine the two passions.
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